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Woodend Nature Shop

Our leaders have included luminaries such
as renowned naturalists Roger Tory Peterson
and Louise Halle, as well as Rachel Carson
whose work Silent Spring launched the
global environmental movement.

After working with other Audubon groups to
pass the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, we went
on to protect iconic natural areas that make
the DC area special including the C&O
Canal, Dyke Marsh, Huntley Meadows and
Ten Mile Creek.

Today, Nature Forward engages thousands
of nature lovers across DC, Maryland and
Virginia. Our educators deliver rich nature
experiences and critical ecological
knowledge to children and adults. Our
restoration experts improve landscapes to
support wildlife, climate resilience and
human health. And our advocates empower
community activists to demand sustainable
and equitable policies toward a thriving
future for people and nature.

ounded in 1897 as the Audubonounded in 1897 as the Audubon
Society of the District of Columbia,Society of the District of Columbia,

ounded in 1897 as the Audubon
Society of the District of Columbia,FFF

Join us as we build a larger and moreJoin us as we build a larger and more

diverse community that treasures anddiverse community that treasures and
protects nature!protects nature!

Join us as we build a larger and more
diverse community that treasures and
protects nature!
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Alison Pearce
Executive Director 
Nature Forward 

A Message from our Executive Director
Dear Nature Forward Community,

Thanks to our supporters, Nature Forward madeThanks to our supporters, Nature Forward made

great strides this year in protecting habitat,great strides this year in protecting habitat,
advancing sound environmental policies, andadvancing sound environmental policies, and
inspiring nature champions.inspiring nature champions.  

Thanks to our supporters, Nature Forward made
great strides this year in protecting habitat,
advancing sound environmental policies, and
inspiring nature champions. 

Thank you for sustaining our growth. In fiscal year 2026,Thank you for sustaining our growth. In fiscal year 2026,
Nature Forward supporters provided more than $3.7Nature Forward supporters provided more than $3.7
million in grants and contributions. This strong financialmillion in grants and contributions. This strong financial
foundation fueled impactful programs across our missionfoundation fueled impactful programs across our mission

pillars: Education, Conservation, and Restoration.pillars: Education, Conservation, and Restoration.
Together, we are working toward greener, moreTogether, we are working toward greener, more

sustainable communities throughout the DC region andsustainable communities throughout the DC region and
finding new ways to connect people with the natural worldfinding new ways to connect people with the natural world
that surrounds and sustains us all.that surrounds and sustains us all.  

With gratitude,With gratitude,  

Thank you for sustaining our growth. In fiscal year 2026,
Nature Forward supporters provided more than $3.7
million in grants and contributions. This strong financial
foundation fueled impactful programs across our mission
pillars: Education, Conservation, and Restoration.
Together, we are working toward greener, more
sustainable communities throughout the DC region and
finding new ways to connect people with the natural world
that surrounds and sustains us all. 

With gratitude, 

During the academic year, our environmental educatorsDuring the academic year, our environmental educators
delivered free classes and field trips to more than 11,000delivered free classes and field trips to more than 11,000
public school students. And tpublic school students. And this summer, Camp Woodendhis summer, Camp Woodend

provided a record 91 weeks of scholarships to ensure thatprovided a record 91 weeks of scholarships to ensure that
local children can connect with nature regardless of theirlocal children can connect with nature regardless of their
family’s income.family’s income.    

Nature Forward’s determined conservation advocates haveNature Forward’s determined conservation advocates have
been on the front lines of data center reform advocacy,been on the front lines of data center reform advocacy,
building coalitions to demand regulation that protects air,building coalitions to demand regulation that protects air,
water and community health. Meanwhile, they continue towater and community health. Meanwhile, they continue to
advocate for tree protection, park funding and rigorousadvocate for tree protection, park funding and rigorous
environmental planning for development projects.environmental planning for development projects.
  
Our restoration experts continued to address climateOur restoration experts continued to address climate

change, improve community health and create wildlifechange, improve community health and create wildlife
habitat at Woodend Nature Sanctuary and in communitieshabitat at Woodend Nature Sanctuary and in communities

around the region. This year they planted nearly 1,000around the region. This year they planted nearly 1,000
native trees, worked with partners to install 3 newnative trees, worked with partners to install 3 new
conservation landscapes at community hubs, andconservation landscapes at community hubs, and
distributed 300 native plant kits to residents in the urbandistributed 300 native plant kits to residents in the urban
Anacostia watershed.Anacostia watershed.  
  
The entire Nature Forward staff worked together to hostThe entire Nature Forward staff worked together to host
the 6th Naturally Latinos conference in March, uplifting andthe 6th Naturally Latinos conference in March, uplifting and
celebrating environmental champions from a communitycelebrating environmental champions from a community

being stressed like never before.being stressed like never before.  

During the academic year, our environmental educators
delivered free classes and field trips to more than 11,000
public school students. And this summer, Camp Woodend
provided a record 91 weeks of scholarships to ensure that
local children can connect with nature regardless of their
family’s income.  

Nature Forward’s determined conservation advocates have
been on the front lines of data center reform advocacy,
building coalitions to demand regulation that protects air,
water and community health. Meanwhile, they continue to
advocate for tree protection, park funding and rigorous
environmental planning for development projects.
 
Our restoration experts continued to address climate
change, improve community health and create wildlife
habitat at Woodend Nature Sanctuary and in communities
around the region. This year they planted nearly 1,000
native trees, worked with partners to install 3 new
conservation landscapes at community hubs, and
distributed 300 native plant kits to residents in the urban
Anacostia watershed. 
 
The entire Nature Forward staff worked together to host
the 6th Naturally Latinos conference in March, uplifting and
celebrating environmental champions from a community
being stressed like never before. 
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Our Mission
To inspire residents of the greater Washington, DC, region 
to appreciate, understand, and protect their natural environment
through outdoor experiences, education, and advocacy.

Our Vision
We seek to create a larger and more diverse community 
of people who treasure the natural world
and work to preserve it.
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As we work to create a larger and more diverse community of people who

treasure the natural world and work to preserve it, we recognize the

importance of our region's rich diversity being reflected among our

membership, staff, board, volunteers, and program participants. 

Nature Forward upholds IDEA (Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, and Accessibility)

as a key pillar of our mission work. Our strategic plan embeds combating

racism and environmental injustice across our program efforts.

We train staff to recognize and work to overcome the unconscious biases

that we all carry, and we have created safe spaces for employees to speak up

about discrimination. 

Our Conservation, Education, and Restoration teams work with communities

across the region. We support the rights of all people to a safe and healthy

environment. We provide environmental education that sparks joy in nature

for people of all ages and abilities. And we help people across the Capital

region restore native habitat in their own neighborhoods. 

Initiatives like our Naturally Latinos and Taking Nature Black conferences and

related events bring together diverse regional and national environmental

leaders to inform, inspire, and empower communities on critical

environmental issues.

IDEA: Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, and Accessibility
Creating a larger and more diverse community
of people who treasure the natural world
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Financial Overview
Statement of Activities
For the Year Ending August 31, 2026
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These preliminary statements for FY2026 are prepared according to Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP). 
Final, audited statements for FY2026 will be available on our website and by written request after Board approval of the audit in March 2027. 

Financial Overview (continued)

Statement of Financial Position
As of August 31, 2026
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Conservation

26,000+ people educated on data center reform

5,500+ people educated on environmental issues
impacting their communities

3,300+ letters sent to DC-Metro leaders advocating
on behalf of the environment

$17 million in budget funding restored to clean water
and clean energy programs in DC

4 bills passed in Virginia to manage invasive plants

Marylanders for Data Center Reform passed the
state’s 1st data center reform legislation through
Maryland’s RELIEF Act with the help of more than 

       70 member organizations. 

Conservation Impacts in FY26

Nature Forward’s Conservation Department spearheads
our environmental advocacy work, community outreach,
and water quality monitoring programs across the DC
region, focusing on four priority areas: Human Health &
Access to Nature; Biodiversity & Habitats; Climate Crisis;
and Sustainable Land Use. 

Advocating for nature alongside communities in DC, MD and VAAdvocating for nature alongside communities in DC, MD and VAAdvocating for nature alongside communities in DC, MD and VA

ommunities are desperate for this type ofC" information and discussion and I applaud
Nature Forward for taking the initiative to
provide it. Great work, and thank you!”

Participant
Building Community Power for 

Data Center Reform course
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https://natureforward.org/mfdcr/


Youth Programs
Nature Forward’s Youth Programs Department delivers 
educational enrichment to students ages 3-18 through 
programs such as our popular Camp Woodend summer 
camp and Woodend Nature Sanctuary field trips. 

We seek to instill a sense of awe and joy in the natural 
world as we foster the next generation of environmental 
stewards. 

Instilling a sense of awe and joy in natureInstilling a sense of awe and joy in natureInstilling a sense of awe and joy in nature

2026 Camp Woodend Parent

hey came home with so many stories,"
new knowledge and wonderful memories.
This opportunity has meant so much to our
children and to our family.”

T

Youth Programs Impacts in FY26

2,270 youth reached through 103 Woodend Nature
Sanctuary field trips for schools and grant partners.

312 children from affordable housing centers served

176 children with disabilities served

807 camp enrollments at 

91 weeks of scholarships provided to campers 
       from low-income households
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9,090 students engaged in hands-on environmental science

461 classes served in 60 schools

365 teachers reached through professional development

Impacts in FY26

GreenKids provides hands-on environmental literacy lessons for 
K-12 students throughout the region. Our educators deliver 
in-school lessons aligned to curriculum standards, after-school
enrichment programs, and opportunities for students to learn
about and care for the natural world through topics ranging from
energy conservation and solid waste reduction to watershed
stewardship and biodiversity. We also deliver high-quality
professional development to teachers. 

GreenKids works with schools in Montgomery County, MD; Prince
George’s County, MD; Washington DC; and Loudoun County, VA. 

or our students, particularly those with diverse learning needs,F" being immersed in nature encourages curiosity, communication,
problem-solving, and social interaction in a highly motivating
environment. The sensory-rich experiences and opportunities for
exploration helped make science concepts both accessible and
memorable. Thank you for helping students develop meaningful
connections with nature and the world around them.”

Program Autism Teacher
Loudoun County Public Schools

Connecting students, teachers and schools to the natural worldConnecting students, teachers and schools to the natural worldConnecting students, teachers and schools to the natural worldGreenKids
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49 participants in the Acorns (ages 4 and younger, with a caregiver) program

13 Saplings (ages 3-4) and 13 Oaks (ages 4-5) drop-off preschool students

153 days of Nature Preschool

Impacts in FY26

Nature Preschool
Serving children ages one to six, Nature Forward Nature Preschool
provides young learners and their caregivers with meaningful
experiences in nature. 

At Woodend Nature Sanctuary, our Acorns, Saplings, and Oaks programs
nurture curiosity and inquiry through outdoor play, hands-on exploration, 
and encounters with the changing seasons. 

Guided by children’s interests, our educators create opportunities for
discovery, meaningful relationships, and a growing appreciation for the
natural world.

An endless wellspring of wonder and inquiry for young childrenAn endless wellspring of wonder and inquiry for young childrenAn endless wellspring of wonder and inquiry for young children

Nature Preschool Parent

y son is no longer afraid of bugs and bees."M He points birds out to me now and has a
much deeper connection to the
environment.”
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Restoration

240 trees with native gardens planted in Justice40
communities in Maryland

740 native trees and shrubs planted at Woodend

143 landscape professionals trained in conservation
landscaping practices

969 native plants and seed packets sold at Woodend

25,600 square feet of conservation landscaping
installed throughout the Anacostia Watershed

318 people joined tours of Woodend’s habitats

Restoration Impacts in FY26

Nature Forward’s Restoration Department demonstrates
habitat restoration and storm water management best
practices at Woodend Nature Sanctuary, while promoting
and installing conservation landscaping throughout the
region via our community greening and workforce
development programs. 

Creating habitat from Woodend to the watershedCreating habitat from Woodend to the watershedCreating habitat from Woodend to the watershed

wouldn’t have been able to plant anything,I" much less natives, without the program’s free
plants. It was beautiful and productive in its first
year. I saw tons of pollinators including bees,
wasps, and a monarch butterfly! I can’t wait to
see what next year brings.”

Participant
Anacostia Community Greening Program
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Adult Programs offer a wide range of naturalist-guided walks, classes, hikes,
and travel excursions for lifelong learners. Our program leaders love sharing
their deep knowledge about the natural world – all while making friends,
building community, and exploring the wild places of the greater
Washington, DC region. 

Experiences range from one-day field trips with a wide variety of topics,
locations, and activity levels, to our Natural Heritage series, which offers two-
day adventures to regional gems like the James River, West Virginia, and
Cape May, to Nature Travel, where you can experience and learn about some
of the most awe-inspiring destinations on the planet.  

Natural History Field Studies classes are continuing education courses with
virtual lectures and hands-on field trips that delve into topics like Introduction
to Fungi, Birds of the World, and Chesapeake Bay Ecosystems. 

Our Master Naturalists program trains knowledgeable ambassadors and
volunteers for the environmental movement. 

Adult Programs

1,165 people enjoyed one of 135 naturalist-led field programs
across our region, including field exploration, lectures, and travel

109 learners took 11 Natural History Field Studies courses 

Adult Program Impacts in FY26

Exploring wild places across the DC Region and beyondExploring wild places across the DC Region and beyond  Exploring wild places across the DC Region and beyond 

In FY26, we launched a new Natural History Field Studies course titled
Naturalist Tools for Community Science. Capital Nature co-founder Ana
Ka'ahanui instructed students on how to use both popular and less-well-
known nature apps and participate in community science initiatives.
Learners contributed to the City Nature Challenge, biological surveys at
Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens, and more. Ana and her class are pictured at
a freshwater mussel survey with Jorge Bogantes of the Anacostia
Watershed Society.
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28 stream sites monitored by volunteers across DC
and Maryland during 576 field days

More than 30 new stream volunteers trained on
monitoring benthic macroinvertebrates
9,181 macroinvertebrates identified by volunteers

More than 500 people were educated about stream
health through learning stations

Stream Science

Stream Science Impacts in FY26

Nature Forward’s Stream Science program has monitored
streams in DC and Maryland for more than 30 years. Our
community science volunteers serve as the eyes and ears
for stream health while connecting surrounding
communities with the magic of their local stream. 

Water Quality Monitoring (WQM)Water Quality Monitoring (WQM)Water Quality Monitoring (WQM)

Volunteers visit their sites three to four times each year to
conduct aquatic macroinvertebrate surveys. Index of
Biological Integrity (“IBI”) scores, which indicate stream
health, are calculated from the survey data. 

This year, we highlighted the stories of the people
who live around the streams in the DC-Metro Region.
Check them out and learn more about stream health
by visiting our State of the Streams website.

We also produced the new video “How to Sample for
Benthic Macroinvertebrates,” along with a Spanish-
language version, “Cómo Recolectar
Macroinvertebrados.”  

Pictured right, youth from We Are CASA sample for
benthic macroinvertebrates at Ray's Meadow. 

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/867dab12f03948418a82a068383d8e78/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DwDmldRyR38
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DwDmldRyR38
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=65F03LoC4lw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=65F03LoC4lw
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Read our Post-Conference Report

291 registered attendees

9,137 webpage views

35 conference sponsors

Naturally Latinos Impacts in FY26

Since its launch in 2017, Naturally Latinos has become one
of the nation's premier environmental conferences
showcasing diversity, inclusion, and equity. 

Although centered primarily on issues impacting the Capital
Region, the event's focus on environmental justice,
empowerment, and belonging in nature resonates with
diverse nature professionals and advocates from around the
nation and world who face similar challenges in their own
communities.

Fortaleciendo comunidades y ecosistemasFortaleciendo comunidades y ecosistemasFortaleciendo comunidades y ecosistemas

2026 Conference chair Gina Ghertner chose the theme,
“Fortaleciendo Comunidades y Ecosistemas
(Strengthening Communities and Ecosystems),” to
highlight the work Latinos are doing to benefit
communities and bring nature back to urban spaces.
The event included a virtual day, one in-person
conference day in downtown Silver Spring, MD, and
one day of outdoor nature experiences.

See Photos

https://www.flickr.com/photos/158514435@N04/albums/72177720332821455/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLcAeggtfndJDjqQ89itaTxw6xWcBGVkMn
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLcAeggtfndJDjqQ89itaTxw6xWcBGVkMn
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLcAeggtfndJDjqQ89itaTxw6xWcBGVkMn
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLcAeggtfndJDjqQ89itaTxw6xWcBGVkMn
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLcAeggtfndJDjqQ89itaTxw6xWcBGVkMn
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLcAeggtfndJDjqQ89itaTxw6xWcBGVkMn
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLcAeggtfndJDjqQ89itaTxw6xWcBGVkMn
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLcAeggtfndJDjqQ89itaTxw6xWcBGVkMn
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLcAeggtfndJDjqQ89itaTxw6xWcBGVkMn
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLcAeggtfndJDjqQ89itaTxw6xWcBGVkMn
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLcAeggtfndJDjqQ89itaTxw6xWcBGVkMn
https://natureforward.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/NLC-2026-Report-FINAL-web.pdf
https://natureforward.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/NLC-2026-Report-FINAL-web.pdf
https://www.flickr.com/photos/158514435@N04/albums/72177720332821455/
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$3.7 million in contributed revenue 

39 grants received

67 sponsorships secured

$58,928 in-kind contributions

1,982 member households

Signature Events
& Fundraising 

Giving Impacts in FY26

The Development Department builds the philanthropic,
institutional, and community support that powers Nature
Forward’s mission through generous donations, memberships,
grants, sponsorships, and in-kind contributions.

Growing a More Inclusive Community of SupportersGrowing a More Inclusive Community of SupportersGrowing a More Inclusive Community of Supporters

In FY26, Nature Forward launched a more accessible
membership model that removed barriers to
participation and expanded opportunities for
community support. By welcoming supporters at any
giving level, the new model positions the organization
for future growth, strengthens its financial foundation,
and sustains investment in environmental education,
conservation, and advocacy throughout the region.

ature Forward is a great organizationN" that benefits people of all ages and especially
helps long-time members stay involved.”

Nature Forward Member/Attendee
2026 Woodend After Dark gala fundraiser
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8,065 people attended a total of 82 rental events at
Woodend Nature Sanctuary, representing an 8%
increase in the number of guests over the previous
fiscal year

$579.7K in rental income, representing a nearly 10%
increase over the previous fiscal year.

Woodend Rentals

Impacts in FY26

Woodend Rentals department provides a
beautiful, private setting for social and corporate
events, allowing clients and guests to create
lasting memories while supporting Nature
Forward’s environmental mission.

Making lasting memories in natureMaking lasting memories in natureMaking lasting memories in nature

oodend was a wonderful venue for our wedding!W"
The space is obviously gorgeous inside and out,
which made it easy to bring our dark romantic
vision to life. Beatriz was very responsive, kind,
and accommodating of any requests and
questions we had along the way. Would 100%
recommend Woodend to any DMV couple
looking for a beautiful venue!”

Wedding Client
September 2026

ur holiday party was a huge successO" thanks to Beatriz Engel. She is so passionate and helpful,
and you can really tell that she loves what she does and 
will do everything possible to make your event a time to
remember. We used vendors that have done events there
in the past and it made a tremendous difference because
they have worked with Beatriz, so everything was seamless.
It's a wonderful place and I'm so glad we chose Woodend.”

Corporate Client
December 2025

Photos courtesy M. Carter Photography
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2,736 shoppers made 5,198 visits 

$149,520 in revenue generated to support Nature
Forward’s mission work

Nature Shop Impacts in FY26

The Woodend Nature Shop welcomes thousands of people
each year and is a starting point and information hub for
many Woodend Nature Sanctuary visitors.

In addition to a wide variety of the highest quality birdseed,
the Nature Shop stocks the best collection of optics for
birding and nature observation in the region, including
binoculars, spotting scopes, and magnifying lenses. 

Nature books for all ages are always popular, and the Shop
has one of the best collections around of local field guides.

Helping people learn about and enjoy natureHelping people learn about and enjoy natureHelping people learn about and enjoy nature
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Volunteers
Nature Forward is fortunate to have volunteers in every branch of work, from stream monitors to field trip leaders. Volunteers are busy every day, leading preschoolers at Woodend, planting trees, andNature Forward is fortunate to have volunteers in every branch of work, from stream monitors to field trip leaders. Volunteers are busy every day, leading preschoolers at Woodend, planting trees, and
researching important local issues. Our adult volunteers are high school students, retirees and everything in between. We have Master Naturalists, Master Gardeners, hobbyists and novices. Volunteersresearching important local issues. Our adult volunteers are high school students, retirees and everything in between. We have Master Naturalists, Master Gardeners, hobbyists and novices. Volunteers
are outside early in the morning, leading our beginner bird walks, and out late into the evening, listening for frogs as part of FrogWatch. Each day, we are learning and spreading knowledge about theare outside early in the morning, leading our beginner bird walks, and out late into the evening, listening for frogs as part of FrogWatch. Each day, we are learning and spreading knowledge about the
world around us, all while getting our hands dirty.world around us, all while getting our hands dirty.  

Nature Forward is fortunate to have volunteers in every branch of work, from stream monitors to field trip leaders. Volunteers are busy every day, leading preschoolers at Woodend, planting trees, and
researching important local issues. Our adult volunteers are high school students, retirees and everything in between. We have Master Naturalists, Master Gardeners, hobbyists and novices. Volunteers
are outside early in the morning, leading our beginner bird walks, and out late into the evening, listening for frogs as part of FrogWatch. Each day, we are learning and spreading knowledge about the
world around us, all while getting our hands dirty. 

Joy Adler
Emefa Agodo
Joseph Ahart
Noriko Aita
Alex Alexander
MJ Alexander
Vladimir Alvarado
Carol Anderson
Catherine Anderson
Joseph Andrews
Matt Anton
Anisa Asad
Margot Ashford
Paul Bade
Madelyn Badger
Laurel Bahar
Suzanna Banwell
Tere Baranano
Matthew Bare
Landrum Beard
Ruth Bedore
Cassie Beeler
Deborah Belchis
Katherine Benjamin
Susan Berlin
Tim Betts
David Blockstein

Making everything we do possibleMaking everything we do possible    --    Thank you!Thank you!Making everything we do possible  -  Thank you!

Mike Bopf
Gaynor Bourgeois
Clarissa Bowie
Christine Bowker
Emily Boyer
Deb Briceland-Betts
Jenny Brown
Penelope Brown
Sam Brown
Bob Burns
McKaila Burton
John Burwell
Maira Caballero
Robert Canter
Craig Carlson
Antonio Carrillo
William (Bill) Cheeseman
Katherine Cleveland
Diana Colangelo
Christy Concannon
Anne Cottingham
David Cottingham
Gayle Countryman-Mills
Tracey Cowen
Colette Cowey
Eso Csikos
Nancy Davis
Virginia Davis

This year alone, our nearly 350 active volunteers have given 5,280 hours of their time! This service, worth more than $105,000, stays right here within our local community! 
(Includes Nature Forward staff who volunteer)

Kirk Dearden
Melissa Deehring
Doug Dembling
Leslie Derr
Paula Desio
Natalie Dickter
Stacy Dimaria
Carla Dinowitz
Jeannine Dorothy
Riley Dosh
Wendy Duke
Susan Dunnell
Kristen Easter
Peter Edelman
Taunya English
Peggy Eskow
Alvaro Espinel
Michelina Ferate
Kathy Ferger
Maria Ferguson
Soup Fick
Tom FitzGerald
Neal Fitzpatrick
Antonia Florio
Barbara Fonseca
Arvina Dalaya Gadre
Cliff Garratt

Gina Ghertner
Jaimal Ghertner
Rena Godfrey
Paul Goldenberg
Jan Goldman-Carter
Zaira Gonzalez
Matthias Graf
Linda Green
Gayle Greene
Mitch Greene
John Gresh
Andy Grosko
Constance Guercin
Liz Guertin
Bella Gusman
Becky Halbe
Jim Hall
Margaret (Meg) Hathaway
Jennifer Hatleberg
Cheryl Hellner
Brian Higgins
Malika Hill
Leeza Hinton
Usha Hippenstiel
Paul Hlavinka
Ann Hobbs
Amy Hufnagel

Susan Hutner
Sheila Igoe
Will Jacob
Eleanor Jacobson
Meg Jarvis
Alan Johnson
Helen Johnson
Marie Jones
Cheryl Jukes
Anne Kaiser
Erika Kalkofen
Melinda Kania
Hugh Kaplan
Stephanie Kaufman
Greg Kendall
Sohani Khan
Sherry Khanna
Lisa Klem
Brianna Knoppow
David Knowles
John Kough
Patrick Kraich
Matt Kramer
Kenneth Kraner
Maya Labarca
Sandra Laden
Will Langhorne

Langley Park Civic Association
Karen Lasday
Michael Lautenberger
Sharon Lavallee
Barney Lawrence
Lydia Lawrence
Lorie Leavy
Claudine Lebeau
Samantha Lee
Stephanie Lee
Billie Leff
Soaren Leff
Todd Leff
Amanda Leiter
David Leonard
Keith Leonard
Allyson Lessard
Katy Levine
Melissa Lewis
Jimmy Li
Tian Liang
Carol Lightfoot
Linda Loranger
Michaela Lovejoy
Steve Lukaczer
Margaret Lynch
Sean Lynch
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Volunteers
Masaya Maeda
Norberto Martinez
Mary C. Massey
Sarah Mayhew
Jim McCarthy
Jim McFadden
Jennifer McGuire Cox
Neal McKinney
Douglas McRae
Annie Mealey
Gail Melson
Tamra Mendelson
Kathy Meyer
Diane Meyers
Eileen Miller
Sabine Miller
Gale Minnich Blewis
Raquel Miranda
Kevin Misener
Alvaro Molina-Cruz
Sarah Morse
Susan Morse
Evan Mullen
Stephanie Mumford
Andree Nam
Mayda Nathan
Susan Nerlinger
Kris Nessler
Elena Neyen
Adele O'Dowd
Katerina Orestes
Peihan Orestes
Janet Owens

(continued)

Jeffrey Palmer
Stephen Panossian
Saerom Park
Michael Partridge
Gregg Petersen
Monica Petluru
Ed Pfister
Chris Powell
Michelle Price
Leo Pugliese
Sasha Purnell
Kara Reeve
George Reidy
Melissa Rice
Susan Robinson
Juanita Roca
Brielle Roda
Rachel Roll
Lisa Rovin
Dietrich Ruehlman
Libby Sander
Frank Sanford
Elizabeth Sartain
Lisa Schubert
Joe Schultz
Sandy Schultz
Gretchen Schwartz
Laurie Sears
Elizabeth Shannon
Lisa Shannon
Kara Sherk
Cathy Shirima
Sidwell Friends School students

Whitney Sikes
Ben Simasek
Michael Simon
Averill Simone
Emily Simone
Bradley Simpson
Mary Singer
Bryan Sirotkin
Robin Sleeman
Christina Smith
Emma Smith
Karen Smith
Mike Smith
Maria Sola Simon
Trish Stefanik
Julia Steinberg
Sean Steiner
Corinne Stephens
Maya Sterett
Tali Stopak-Mathis
Diana Sullivan
Sally Taber
Ying Tan
Maralei Tang
Sarah Tappan
Tammy Taylor
Elizabeth (Betsy) Thagard
Dean Tousley
Stephen Tracy
Angela Trenkle
Claire Trilling
Gregg Trilling
Loree Trilling

Lori Tsang
Will Ueckermann
Gregg Van Der Vink
Judy Van Namen
Henry Viechnicki
Nate Viechnicki
Peter Viechnicki
Yolanda Villacampa
Steve Wachs
Elizabeth Wagner
Tom Wall
Paula Wang
Christopher Weals
Bonnie Weaver
Howie Weinstein
Glenn Welch
Marjorie Wellman
Daniel Williams
Ella Wilson
Marlena Wilson
Veronica Wilson
Sally Winthrop
Cathy Wiss
Jennifer Wright
Pam Yarrington
Peter Yarrington
Bill Yeaman
Kay Zeiter
Adria Zeldin
Nicole Zimmerman
Chris Zubowicz

Our 239 Water Quality Monitoring volunteers made 576 monitoring visits in FY26.



Appalachian Stewardship Foundation 
Marney Bruce and John Middleton 
CO2 Foundation 
Constellation Energy Corp. 
The DECK Foundation 
Elmo Foundation 
Mark Garland and Paige Cunningham 
The George Preston Marshall Foundation 
Maryland State Department of Education 
Montgomery County Recreation 
National Wildlife Federation/
Choose Clean Water Coalition 
Florence K. Millar 
Patagonia 
Milton & Dorothy Sarnoff Raymond Foundation 
Robert F. Schumann Foundation 
Anne and Dennis Sullivan 
Stone and Holt Weeks Foundation 
Mary Wheeler 
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Supporters September 1, 2025 - August 31, 2026

Although we do not have space to acknowledge everyone, we are extremely
grateful for and appreciate the generosity of each and every supporter.

Nature Forward sincerely thanks the following individuals, families, foundations, businesses, and organizations who supported us during our last fiscal year. 

Chesapeake Bay Trust*  
Environmental Protection Agency*  
Keith Campbell Foundation for the Environment
Chesapeake Bay Trust *  
Lynn Dixon 
Jessie Harris and George Cunningham 
Richard and Nancy Raines 
Esther A. & Joseph Klingenstein Fund 
Maryland Energy Administration 
Maryland Heritage Areas Authority 
Ruth McCormick Tankersley Charitable Trust 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation* 
US Forest Service*  
US Energy Foundation 
Virginia Environmental Endowment* 

$50,000 or greater
The Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation   
Crimsonbridge Foundation 
John G. and Jean R. Gosnell Foundation  
Janelia Foundation 
Kay Family Foundation 
Mary Massey 
Maryland Department of Natural Resources  
New World Foundation 
Carolyn Pisano Leonard 
Gerald and Dorothy Schneider 
Mark Smith and Maxine Harris 
Veverka Family Foundation 
Chris Wright 

$25,000-$49,999 $10,000-$24,999 

*Funding Nature Forward programs
through a multi-year contribution

We gratefully acknowledge the generous support of our donors 
who wish to remain anonymous.

https://www.charitynavigator.org/ein/530233715
https://www.guidestar.org/profile/shared/753c5858-65fe-4557-99a7-9143402566fd
https://www.spurlocal.org/nonprofits/1258/nf


Supporters September 1, 2025 - August 31, 2026 (continued)

Daniella Levine Cava and Robert Cava 
David and Anne Cottingham 
Susan Lynn Duval Phipps Foundation 
Neal Fitzpatrick and Roxane Kaufmann 
Virginia L. Fulton 
Vance and Kathleen Hyndman 
Barbara Nash 
Alison and James Pearce 
Perennial Garden Club 
Kathryn Kistler Powers 
Evelyn Ralston 
Trish L Rinn 
Amy Ritsko-Warren and Bill Warren 
Steve Sroka and Annett Mettler 
University of Maryland College 
of Agriculture & Natural Resources 

Michael Wilpers 

$5,000-$9,999 

Karoline and Roger Anders 
David Asai 
Rebecca A. Barclay 
Megan Carroll and Michelle Price
Casey Trees  
Jane D. Collins 
Anne Cross and Alan Johnston 
Alice Davenport 
Patricia Davenport 

$2,500-$4,999 

Greater Washington Community Foundation 
Judith F. Kneen 
Marilyn Leung 
Steven W. Lonker 
Janean L. Mann 
Caryl McNeilly 
Peter Mohr 
Montgomery County Forestry Board 
Sara Murray 
James and Judith Ann Nelson 
Reworld Waste 
Eveline Roberts 
Ramon Christopher Rodriguez 
Lynn Rust 
Laura Sessums and Blake Biles 
Simple Generosity Foundation 
Mary Gay Sprague 
Joanne M. Sten 
Myles Taylor and Anna Aurilio 
Nancy and Eric Voit 
Barbara Wahl and Charles Ossola 
Rita Warpeha 

Carol Ballentine 
Tracy Barlup 
Katherine and Peter Benjamin 
Peter Boice and Mary Belknap 
Susan Blaha 
Allen and Janice Browne 
James and Christine Burris 
Marlene Cianci 
Alex Clem and Sharon Snyder 
Michael Daharsh 
Naira and Robert Darius 
Sarah Davidson 
Lois Dicker 
Jo and Lassine Doumbia 
Gail and John Edie 
Jane Ellingwood 
Mark B. England 
Erie Insurance 
David Fischer 
Gail and Quentin Fisher 
Robert and Rebecca Foss 
Anne J. Fretz 
Patty Friedman and Blair Levin 
Karen Gilbert 
Duff & Joanne Gillespie 
Thomas and Judith Gire 
The Giving Square 
Glenstone 
Jo-Ann and Steven Grigoriou 

$1,000-$2,499 

Kathryn and Erik Hanson 
Carl Hoffman 
Jane and Mike Houlihan 
Izel Native Plants 
KBR Foundation 
Jerry Kickenson and Kathleen Michels 
John Klem 
Stella Koch and David Kinney 
Eric and Katharine Kravetz 
La Casita Pupuseria & Market 
Joseph Liro and Joanne Hill 
Diana Locke and Robert Toense 
Gay and Barry Mackintosh 
Joyce Mange 
Maryland Ornithological Society, Inc 
Moby Dick House of Kabob 
Laura Mol 
Montgomery Bird Club 
Montgomery County Department of
Environmental Protection 
Montgomery County Public Schools 
Betty J. Mullendore 
John and Gillian Mullins 
Cecily Nabors 
National Parks Conservation Association 
The Nature Conservancy 
Northern Trust 
Old Dominion National Bank 
Jonathan Paul and Barbara Collier 

12 Bees Creative 
Lisa Alexander & Joseph Clayton 
American Bird Conservancy 
Carol Anderson and David Mecklenburg 
Denis Andrzejewski and Bonnie VanDorn 
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Supporters
Carolyn S. Peirce 
Gregg Petersen and Shirley Reddoch 
Nancy and John Pielemeier 
Robert and Pamela Poole 
Kate Prager 
Fredric Press 
The Robert J and Frances V Lawrence Foundation, Inc 
Dawn Rogers 
Randi Rubovits-Seitz 
Nancy A. Sahli 
Jean Schiro-Zavela and Vance Zavela 
Stuart and Claudia Scott 
Nan Shellabarger 
Patricia Smith and Frances Lussier 
Southern Environmental Law Center 
Dean Tousley 
William and Jennifer Turner 
Bonnie Weaver and Michael August 
Laurence Wiseman and Robin Jeweler 
Diane Wood and Peter Kramer 
Kenneth and Dorothy Woodcock 
Jeffrey and Kathy Wright 

$1,000-$2,499 (continued) $500-$999 
Aviva and Andrew Goldfarb 
Ann-Mari Gemmill and Mitchell Ratner 
Eldon and Emily Greenberg 
Richard and Cristina Griffin 
Nancy Hair 
Evan Hamod 
Ann Hobbs and David Livengood 
Alan Johnson and Carol Falk 
Sue-Jean Kang 
Christopher and Henrietta Keller 
Sam Kilpatrick and Doug Barker 
Bill and Jennifer Kirwan 
Kowa American Corporation 
Ken Kraner 
Lora Leavy and Richard Prescott 
Dee K. LeRoy 
Kira and Alfred Lueders 
Gary and Phoebe Mallard 
Alynn Marks 
Martin Family Charitable Foundation 
Maryland League of Conservation Voters 
Montgomery County Green Bank 
Shelly Murphy 
Hughey Newsome & Jalonne White-Newsome 
Virginia Nuessle 
Old-Growth Forest Network 
One Montgomery Green 
Sabrina Pacifici 

September 1, 2025 - August 31, 2026 (continued)

Piedmont Environmental Council
Potomac Riverkeeper Network 
Mary K. Robitaille 
Judah L. Rosner 
Safe Healthy Playing Fields 
Frank Sanford 
Duane Schmidt and Christine Daily 
Heller An Shapiro and Daniel Neal 
Joanna R. Shelton 
Finley Shepard 
Julianne Shinnick 
Sierra Club - Maryland Chapter 
Diana and Francis Sullivan 
Kay Taub 
Elizabeth Thagard 
Virginia Tech - Center for Leadership 
in Global Sustainability 

We Are CASA 
Chris Wegrzyn 
Janet Weller 
Westmoreland Hills Garden Club 
Alfred and Julia Wurglitz 
William B. Yeaman 

Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay  
Gretchen Alexander 
Charles Alston and Susan Dentzer 
The Backyard Naturalist 
Joanne and Edward Balkovich 
Mary C. Barber 
Harvey Berger 
Nancy Bleil 
Blue Water Baltimore 
Janet L. Bogue 
Bonsai Leadership Group 
Gary Burch and Marie Timm 
Robert Cantor and Julie Mangin 
Chesapeake Bay Foundation 
James and Melanie Choukas-Bradley 
Edwin Clark and Hope Babcock 
Elana Cohen and Steven Schwartz 
Katherine Colston 
Mary Danner 
Sally Davidson 
Campbell DeMallie 
Jeanine and Phaon Derr 
Brian and Lisa DeVincentis 
Bernard and Deborah Fagan 
Karl Flessa 
Roger S. Friedman 
Paul Gallagher 
Garden Club of Chevy Chase 
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Supporters
$250-$499

Cathy Feidt 
Maria Felski and Nathan Moreau 
Ann and Richard Fieldhouse 
Jason Flax 
Barbara and John Franklin 
Kate Fritz 
Jean Fruci and John Matuszak 
Barbara J. Gordon 
Carolyn Guthrie 
Janet Hall 
Lucy and Edward Hand 
Grace Hassler 
Lynn Hawkins Woodman 
Michelle and Peter High 
Sylvia Horwitz 
Alicia Hosmer 
David Hunter and Margaret Bowman 
David and Susan Hutner 
Sheila Igoe and Brian Grant 
Michael Jamilkowski and Susan Ducey 
Bruce Jones 
Bill and Betsy Kingery 
Steven Kramer 
Patricia Larkin 
Kathleen Leary 
Stephen Lofgren 
Norbert and Roger Longman 
Donald and Margaret MacGlashan

September 1, 2025 - August 31, 2026 (continued)

Kathy Aram and Robert Fabia 
Stephen and Kate Baldwin 
Hilary and Jeffrey Barker 
Mike Blockstein 
Rick Borchelt 
Mike Bowen 
Danielle E Brigida 
John Bristol 
Bre'Anna Brooks 
Sharon and Robert Buchanan 
Susan & Bill Carr 
Jean and Mike Carter 
Patricia and Emmanuel Cassimatis 
Daniela Monreal Castillo 
Stephen and Susan Chapman 
Lynne Cherry 
Mark Cookson 
Ms. Laura & Allan Cottingham/Eakin  
Josephine Cox and Glen Johnston 
Louise Cromwell 
Rebecca Ann Cromwell 
Fred Crouch 
Allissa Dillman 
Patricia Donovan 
Taunya English 
Abby Ershow 
John Fay and Anne Ambler

Patricia Mackey 
Maryland Latinos Unidos 
Robert Mecklenburg 
Karen Melcher 
Steven Metalitz and Kit Gage 
Robert and Pamela Mertz 
Jonathan Meyer 
Diane Ruth Meyers 
Judith Miller Jones 
Warren and Crystal Morris 
Barbara and Eric Moskowitz 
Patricia Munoz 
Norman’s Farm Market 
Barbara Ordway 
OceanFirst Bank 
Richard and Martha Pine 
Politics & Prose Inc. 
Shelley Price 
Rebecca L. Rawls 
Vincent and Traci Robinson 
Marc Rothenberg and Ivy Baer 
Kathryn and Robert Rushing 
Elizabeth Sander and Brock Read 
Dorothy Anne Scanley 
Mary Jean Schaible 
Lois J. Schiffer 
Lynn Scholz and Richard Verville 
Mark Seaver and Andrea Sedlak 

Ann M. Seeger 
Jane Sessa 
Bruce Sidwell 
Ronald Silberman 
Steven J. Smith 
Alan Spears 
Margaret C Steffens 
David Stern 
Sally C. Strain 
Tom Strikwerda and Donna Stienstra 
Kelly Strzelecki and Michael Strzelecki 
Sherman Suter and Mary Parrish 
Stephen E. Swift 
Robert and Virginia Teitel 
Anne Thompson 
Evelyn Thornton 
Ann Tutwiler 
Gianni Voytilla 
Marjorie and David Wellman 
Donna Wieting and Roger Griffis 
Frank G. Witebsky 
Roxanna Wolfe and Jeffrey Wyand 
Adria Zeldin and Peter Gray 
Beth and Chris Ziebarth 
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Supporters September 1, 2025 - August 31, 2026 (continued)

In-Kind Donations

11  Hour Musicth

Ace Hardware 
Ann Tutwiler 
Annie Mealey 
Backyard Bounty 
Bill and Jennifer Kirwan 
Birds & Beans Coffee 
Calluna Flower Truck 
Caribbean Caterers 
Carole F. Bergmann 
Carolyn Pisano Leonard 
Compost Crew 
Corcoran Caterers 
Farmers Restaurant Group 
Georgetown Events Hospitality Group 
Herr's 
James and Christine Burris 
James and Melanie Choukas-Bradley 

JUST ICE TEA
Katrina Weinig 
K-Town Pit Que 
Lettuce Entertain You Restaurants 
Lizzie Mae's Birdseed & Dry Goods 
Lynn Rust 
Mark B. England 
Marney Bruce and John Middleton 
Michael and Sandra Bean 
Norman’s Farm Market 
Opticron 
Patagonia 
Paul Pisano 
PG Parks 
Purple Onion Catering Co. 
REI DC 
Renee Grebe and Matthew Iden 
Roda 
Rodman's Discount Gourmet 
Stephanie L. Mason 
Tito's Vodka 
Toscana Market 
Total Wine & More 
Vortex Optics 
Walsh Family Wine 
Waterfront Partnerships of Baltimore 
Woodhouse Spa - North Bethesda 
Zeiss Optics 

All Fired Up 
Atlas Brew Works 
Bethesda Chocolates 
Black Ankle Vineyards 
Bonnie Weaver and Michael August 
Call Your Mother Deli 
Carolyn S. Peirce 
Caryl McNeilly 
Costco Wholesale 
D. H. Michael Bowen 
David Asai 
FoodFirst Culinary School 
Fresh Baguette 
Glenstone 
Gretchen Alexander 
Igor Bravemore 
JUNO Bakery & Cafe 
Kendra Scott - Bethesda Row 
Lynne Cherry 
Maman 
Merrifield Garden Center 
MOM's Organic Market - Silver Spring 
Mon Ami Gabi 
Nancy Wallace 
Nessa Kessinger 
Oaki 

Donated Professional Services
ArentFox Shiff
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Company Matches

International Monetary Fund 
World Bank Community Connections Fund  
McKinsey & Company 
BD Matching Gift Program (via CAF America)
EarthShare 
The Pew Charitable Trusts 

In-Kind (below $250)

Owl Moon Raptor Center 
Patagonia - Old Town 
Ritual Chocolate 
River-Sea Chocolates 
Sarah Davidson 
Service Bar DC 
Sherrice Ajebon 
Summer House Santa Monica 
Tenth Ward Distilling Company 
The Avalon Theater 
The Spice and Tea Exchange - Alexandria 
Washington Nationals 
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Tribute Contributions September 1, 2025 - August 31, 2026

IN HONOR OF IN MEMORY OF

Betty and Bill Vary 
Paula Posas 
 
Cecily Nabors 
Pamela Graham 
 
Chuck Hawkins 
Kathleen Leary 
 
David Blockstein 
Judy Louis 
Kate Stewart 
 
Edwin (Toby) Clark 
Anne R. Litchfield 
 
Gerry and Dorothy Schneider 
Ramon Christopher Rodriguez 
 
Jack  
Kaia Boe 
 
Keau Ruxsaksriskul 
Kassie Edwards-Ruxsaksriskul 
 
Lisa Alexander 
Fredric Alan Press 
 
Lucas Intrater 
Therese Intrater 
 
Lucas Wilkerson 
Sharon Fierstein

Mark & Paige Garland 
Deborah K. Seate 
 
Mayda Nathan 
Nancy Hair 
 
Nancy and Russell Suniewick 
Rosalyn Jonas 
 
Natalie Surfus 
Mike Surfus 
 
Roslyn Rubin 
Natalie Dickter 
 
Skip Williamson 
Carol Hannaford 
 
Stella Thompson 
Bruce T. Adams 
 
Stephanie Morris and David Dickerson 
Janet Osborn 
 
Teshome Ayele 
Gizachew Ayele 

Barry Cooper 
Sally J. Wechsler 
 
Charles Saunders 
Margaret Saunders 
 
Charlie Dorian 
Gretchen Schwartz 
 
Chris Fleming 
Morton Kavalier 
 
Diane Hoffman 
Carl Hoffman 
 
Don Messersmith 
Rebecca Ann Cromwell 
Jennifer Gelman 
 
Dr. Florence Kate Millar 
Joanna R. Shelton 
 
Dwight Miyake 
Saundra Plett 
 
Edith Warner 
Dawn Rogers 
 
Eleanor Neal 
Heller An Shapiro 
 
Fran Berger 
Alison B. Pearce 

Gary Evans 
Rebecca A. Barclay 
 
Glenda Shasho Jones 
Peter Mohr 
 
Gloria Gerecht  
Michael Gerecht 
 
Jere French 
Daniel Kaufman 
 
John Nickum 
Abby Grusendorf 
 
Judith Tenley 
Karen Melcher 
 
Marvin Dicker 
Lois Dicker 
 
Pearl Marks 
Robert Mecklenburg 
 
Philip and Mary Clare Davenport 
Alice Davenport 
Patricia Davenport 
 
Robert and Frances Lawrence 
The Robert J and Frances V
Lawrence Foundation, Inc 



Testimonials

Photo by Jane GamblePhoto by Jane GamblePhoto by Jane Gamble

“Exploring the same spot through the
seasons has nurtured my child’s

curiosity, awareness, and confidence.
Woodend will always be a special place

for us because of Nature Forward.”

Nature Preschool Parent

“On their last day, they were in tears because
they did not want the experience to end.

They discovered so much about nature and
animals and built beautiful friendships.”

Camp Woodend Parent

“Your program made it really easy to replace
larger swathes of my garden with the more
beneficial native plants. Everything looked,
and still looks so amazing. Many neighbors

seemed eager to start planting their own
natives after seeing these.”

Native Garden Kit Recipient
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	Discovery & Connection: Annual Report for Fiscal Year 2026
	ounded in 1897 as the Audubon Society of the District of Columbia,
	our organization has a deep history   of rising to environmental challenges.
	Our leaders have included luminaries such as renowned naturalists Roger Tory Peterson and Louise Halle, as well as Rachel Carson whose work Silent Spring launched the global environmental movement.
	After working with other Audubon groups to pass the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, we went on to protect iconic natural areas that make the DC area special including the C&O Canal, Dyke Marsh, Huntley Meadows and Ten Mile Creek.
	Today, Nature Forward engages thousands of nature lovers across DC, Maryland and Virginia. Our educators deliver rich nature experiences and critical ecological knowledge to children and adults. Our restoration experts improve landscapes to support wildlife, climate resilience and human health. And our advocates empower community activists to demand sustainable and equitable policies toward a thriving future for people and nature.

	Join us as we build a larger and more diverse community that treasures and protects nature!
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	A Message from our Executive Director
	Dear Nature Forward Community,
	Thanks to our supporters, Nature Forward made great strides this year in protecting habitat, advancing sound environmental policies, and inspiring nature champions.
	Alison Pearce
	Executive Director
	Nature Forward
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	Our Mission
	To inspire residents of the greater Washington, DC, region
	to appreciate, understand, and protect their natural environment through outdoor experiences, education, and advocacy.

	Our Vision
	We seek to create a larger and more diverse community
	of people who treasure the natural world
	and work to preserve it.
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	IDEA: Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, and Accessibility
	Creating a larger and more diverse community of people who treasure the natural world
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	Financial Overview
	FY 2026 Operating Expense
	Statement of Activities
	For the Year Ending August 31, 2026
	FY 2026 Operating Revenue
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	Financial Overview
	(continued)
	Statement of Financial Position
	As of August 31, 2026
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	Conservation
	Advocating for nature alongside communities in DC, MD and VA
	ommunities are desperate for this type of
	information and discussion and I applaud Nature Forward for taking the initiative to provide it. Great work, and thank you!”
	Participant
	Building Community Power for
	Data Center Reform course

	Conservation Impacts in FY26
	70 member organizations.
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	Youth Programs
	Instilling a sense of awe and joy in nature
	hey came home with so many stories,
	new knowledge and wonderful memories. This opportunity has meant so much to our children and to our family.”
	2026 Camp Woodend Parent


	Youth Programs Impacts in FY26
	from low-income households
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	GreenKids
	Connecting students, teachers and schools to the natural world
	Program Autism Teacher
	Loudoun County Public Schools

	Impacts in FY26
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	Nature Preschool
	An endless wellspring of wonder and inquiry for young children
	y son is no longer afraid of bugs and bees.
	He points birds out to me now and has a much deeper connection to the environment.”
	Nature Preschool Parent


	Impacts in FY26


	Restoration
	Creating habitat from Woodend to the watershed
	wouldn’t have been able to plant anything,
	much less natives, without the program’s free plants. It was beautiful and productive in its first year. I saw tons of pollinators including bees, wasps, and a monarch butterfly! I can’t wait to see what next year brings.”
	Participant
	Anacostia Community Greening Program

	Restoration Impacts in FY26
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	Adult Programs
	Exploring wild places across the DC Region and beyond
	In FY26, we launched a new Natural History Field Studies course titled Naturalist Tools for Community Science. Capital Nature co-founder Ana Ka'ahanui instructed students on how to use both popular and less-well-known nature apps and participate in community science initiatives. Learners contributed to the City Nature Challenge, biological surveys at Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens, and more. Ana and her class are pictured at a freshwater mussel survey with Jorge Bogantes of the Anacostia Watershed Society.
	Adult Program Impacts in FY26
	1,165 people enjoyed one of 135 naturalist-led field programs across our region, including field exploration, lectures, and travel
	109 learners took 11 Natural History Field Studies courses
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	Stream Science
	Water Quality Monitoring (WQM)
	This year, we highlighted the stories of the people who live around the streams in the DC-Metro Region. Check them out and learn more about stream health by visiting our State of the Streams website.
	We also produced the new video “How to Sample for Benthic Macroinvertebrates,” along with a Spanish-language version, “Cómo Recolectar Macroinvertebrados.”
	Pictured right, youth from We Are CASA sample for benthic macroinvertebrates at Ray's Meadow.
	Stream Science Impacts in FY26
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	Fortaleciendo comunidades y ecosistemas
	Since its launch in 2017, Naturally Latinos has become one of the nation's premier environmental conferences showcasing diversity, inclusion, and equity.
	Although centered primarily on issues impacting the Capital Region, the event's focus on environmental justice, empowerment, and belonging in nature resonates with diverse nature professionals and advocates from around the nation and world who face similar challenges in their own communities.
	2026 Conference chair Gina Ghertner chose the theme, “Fortaleciendo Comunidades y Ecosistemas (Strengthening Communities and Ecosystems),” to highlight the work Latinos are doing to benefit communities and bring nature back to urban spaces. The event included a virtual day, one in-person conference day in downtown Silver Spring, MD, and one day of outdoor nature experiences.
	Naturally Latinos Impacts in FY26
	291 registered attendees
	9,137 webpage views
	35 conference sponsors
	Read our Post-Conference Report
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	Signature Events
	& Fundraising
	Growing a More Inclusive Community of Supporters
	ature Forward is a great organization
	that benefits people of all ages and especially helps long-time members stay involved.”
	Nature Forward Member/Attendee

	Giving Impacts in FY26
	$3.7 million in contributed revenue
	39 grants received
	67 sponsorships secured
	$58,928 in-kind contributions
	1,982 member households
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	Woodend Rentals
	Making lasting memories in nature
	Wedding Client
	Impacts in FY26
	ur holiday party was a huge success
	Corporate Client
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	Helping people learn about and enjoy nature
	Nature Shop Impacts in FY26
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	Volunteers
	Making everything we do possible  -  Thank you!
	Nature Forward is fortunate to have volunteers in every branch of work, from stream monitors to field trip leaders. Volunteers are busy every day, leading preschoolers at Woodend, planting trees, and researching important local issues. Our adult volunteers are high school students, retirees and everything in between. We have Master Naturalists, Master Gardeners, hobbyists and novices. Volunteers are outside early in the morning, leading our beginner bird walks, and out late into the evening, listening for frogs as part of FrogWatch. Each day, we are learning and spreading knowledge about the world around us, all while getting our hands dirty.
	This year alone, our nearly 350 active volunteers have given 5,280 hours of their time! This service, worth more than $105,000, stays right here within our local community!
	(Includes Nature Forward staff who volunteer)
	Gina Ghertner
	Jaimal Ghertner
	Rena Godfrey
	Paul Goldenberg
	Jan Goldman-Carter
	Zaira Gonzalez
	Matthias Graf
	Linda Green
	Gayle Greene
	Mitch Greene
	John Gresh
	Andy Grosko
	Constance Guercin
	Bella Gusman
	Becky Halbe
	Jim Hall
	Margaret (Meg) Hathaway
	Malika Hill
	Leeza Hinton
	Paul Hlavinka
	Susan Hutner
	Sheila Igoe
	Will Jacob
	Eleanor Jacobson
	Meg Jarvis
	Alan Johnson
	Helen Johnson
	Marie Jones
	Cheryl Jukes
	Anne Kaiser
	Erika Kalkofen
	Melinda Kania
	Hugh Kaplan
	Stephanie Kaufman
	Greg Kendall
	Sohani Khan
	Sherry Khanna
	Brianna Knoppow
	David Knowles
	John Kough
	Patrick Kraich
	Matt Kramer
	Kenneth Kraner
	Langley Park Civic Association
	Karen Lasday
	Michael Lautenberger
	Sharon Lavallee
	Barney Lawrence
	Lydia Lawrence
	Lorie Leavy
	Claudine Lebeau
	Samantha Lee
	Stephanie Lee
	Billie Leff
	Soaren Leff
	Todd Leff
	Amanda Leiter
	David Leonard
	Keith Leonard
	Allyson Lessard
	Katy Levine
	Jimmy Li
	Tian Liang
	Carol Lightfoot
	Linda Loranger
	Michaela Lovejoy
	Steve Lukaczer
	Margaret Lynch
	Sean Lynch
	Joy Adler
	Emefa Agodo
	Joseph Ahart
	Alex Alexander
	MJ Alexander
	Vladimir Alvarado
	Matt Anton
	Anisa Asad
	Margot Ashford
	Paul Bade
	Madelyn Badger
	Laurel Bahar
	Tere Baranano
	Matthew Bare
	Landrum Beard
	Ruth Bedore
	Cassie Beeler
	Deborah Belchis
	Tim Betts
	Mike Bopf
	Gaynor Bourgeois
	Clarissa Bowie
	Christine Bowker
	Emily Boyer
	Deb Briceland-Betts
	Jenny Brown
	Penelope Brown
	Sam Brown
	Bob Burns
	McKaila Burton
	Robert Canter
	Craig Carlson
	David Cottingham
	Gayle Countryman-Mills
	Tracey Cowen
	Colette Cowey
	Eso Csikos
	Nancy Davis
	Virginia Davis
	Kirk Dearden
	Melissa Deehring
	Doug Dembling
	Leslie Derr
	Paula Desio
	Natalie Dickter
	Stacy Dimaria
	Carla Dinowitz
	Jeannine Dorothy
	Riley Dosh
	Wendy Duke
	Susan Dunnell
	Peter Edelman
	Taunya English
	Peggy Eskow
	Alvaro Espinel
	Arvina Dalaya Gadre
	Cliff Garratt
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	Volunteers
	(continued)
	Masaya Maeda
	Norberto Martinez
	Mary C. Massey
	Sarah Mayhew
	Jim McCarthy
	Jennifer McGuire Cox
	Neal McKinney
	Douglas McRae
	Annie Mealey
	Gail Melson
	Raquel Miranda
	Kevin Misener
	Alvaro Molina-Cruz
	Sarah Morse
	Susan Morse
	Evan Mullen
	Stephanie Mumford
	Andree Nam
	Mayda Nathan
	Susan Nerlinger
	Kris Nessler
	Elena Neyen
	Adele O'Dowd
	Katerina Orestes
	Jeffrey Palmer
	Stephen Panossian
	Saerom Park
	Michael Partridge
	Gregg Petersen
	Monica Petluru
	Ed Pfister
	Chris Powell
	Michelle Price
	Leo Pugliese
	Rachel Roll
	Lisa Rovin
	Dietrich Ruehlman
	Libby Sander
	Frank Sanford
	Elizabeth Sartain
	Lisa Schubert
	Joe Schultz
	Sandy Schultz
	Gretchen Schwartz
	Lisa Shannon
	Kara Sherk
	Cathy Shirima
	Sidwell Friends School students
	Whitney Sikes
	Ben Simasek
	Michael Simon
	Averill Simone
	Emily Simone
	Bradley Simpson
	Mary Singer
	Bryan Sirotkin
	Robin Sleeman
	Christina Smith
	Emma Smith
	Karen Smith
	Mike Smith
	Diana Sullivan
	Sally Taber
	Ying Tan
	Maralei Tang
	Sarah Tappan
	Tammy Taylor
	Elizabeth (Betsy) Thagard
	Dean Tousley
	Stephen Tracy
	Angela Trenkle
	Claire Trilling
	Gregg Trilling
	Loree Trilling
	Lori Tsang
	Will Ueckermann
	Gregg Van Der Vink
	Judy Van Namen
	Henry Viechnicki
	Nate Viechnicki
	Peter Viechnicki
	Yolanda Villacampa
	Steve Wachs
	Elizabeth Wagner
	Tom Wall
	Christopher Weals
	Daniel Williams
	Ella Wilson
	Marlena Wilson
	Veronica Wilson
	Sally Winthrop
	Cathy Wiss
	Jennifer Wright
	Pam Yarrington
	Peter Yarrington
	Bill Yeaman
	Kay Zeiter
	Adria Zeldin
	Nicole Zimmerman
	Chris Zubowicz
	Our 239 Water Quality Monitoring volunteers made 576 monitoring visits in FY26.
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	Supporters
	September 1, 2025 - August 31, 2026
	Nature Forward sincerely thanks the following individuals, families, foundations, businesses, and organizations who supported us during our last fiscal year.
	$50,000 or greater
	Environmental Protection Agency* 
	Lynn Dixon
	Jessie Harris and George Cunningham
	US Forest Service* 
	*Funding Nature Forward programs through a multi-year contribution

	$25,000-$49,999
	Carolyn Pisano Leonard

	We gratefully acknowledge the generous support of our donors
	who wish to remain anonymous.
	Although we do not have space to acknowledge everyone, we are extremely grateful for and appreciate the generosity of each and every supporter.
	$10,000-$24,999
	Constellation Energy Corp.
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	Supporters
	September 1, 2025 - August 31, 2026 (continued)
	$5,000-$9,999
	Susan Blaha
	Allen and Janice Browne
	Lois Dicker
	Anne J. Fretz
	Patty Friedman and Blair Levin
	Karen Gilbert
	Duff & Joanne Gillespie
	Thomas and Judith Gire
	The Giving Square
	Glenstone
	Jo-Ann and Steven Grigoriou
	John Klem
	La Casita Pupuseria & Market
	Joseph Liro and Joanne Hill
	National Parks Conservation Association
	The Nature Conservancy
	Northern Trust
	Old Dominion National Bank
	Jonathan Paul and Barbara Collier
	Barbara Nash

	$2,500-$4,999
	Karoline and Roger Anders
	David Asai
	Rebecca A. Barclay
	Megan Carroll and Michelle Price
	Casey Trees

	$1,000-$2,499
	12 Bees Creative
	Lisa Alexander & Joseph Clayton
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	Supporters
	September 1, 2025 - August 31, 2026 (continued)
	$1,000-$2,499 (continued)
	$500-$999
	Aviva and Andrew Goldfarb
	Ann-Mari Gemmill and Mitchell Ratner
	Dee K. LeRoy
	Shelly Murphy
	Hughey Newsome & Jalonne White-Newsome
	Virginia Nuessle
	Old-Growth Forest Network
	One Montgomery Green
	Sabrina Pacifici
	Joanna R. Shelton
	Virginia Tech - Center for Leadership
	We Are CASA
	Mary Danner
	Sally Davidson
	Campbell DeMallie
	Jeanine and Phaon Derr
	Brian and Lisa DeVincentis
	Bernard and Deborah Fagan
	Karl Flessa
	Roger S. Friedman
	Paul Gallagher
	Garden Club of Chevy Chase
	Diane Wood and Peter Kramer
	Kenneth and Dorothy Woodcock
	Jeffrey and Kathy Wright
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	Supporters
	September 1, 2025 - August 31, 2026 (continued)
	$250-$499
	Lynne Cherry
	Mark Cookson
	Ms. Laura & Allan Cottingham/Eakin
	Josephine Cox and Glen Johnston
	Louise Cromwell
	Rebecca Ann Cromwell
	Fred Crouch
	Allissa Dillman
	Patricia Donovan
	Taunya English
	Abby Ershow
	John Fay and Anne Ambler
	Richard and Martha Pine
	Lynn Scholz and Richard Verville
	Mark Seaver and Andrea Sedlak
	Ann M. Seeger
	Bruce Sidwell
	Kelly Strzelecki and Michael Strzelecki
	Frank G. Witebsky
	Roxanna Wolfe and Jeffrey Wyand
	Adria Zeldin and Peter Gray
	Beth and Chris Ziebarth
	Carolyn Guthrie
	Janet Hall
	Sylvia Horwitz
	Bruce Jones
	Bill and Betsy Kingery
	Steven Kramer
	Patricia Larkin
	Kathleen Leary
	Stephen Lofgren
	Norbert and Roger Longman
	Donald and Margaret MacGlashan
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	Supporters
	September 1, 2025 - August 31, 2026 (continued)
	Company Matches
	In-Kind (below $250)
	McKinsey & Company
	BD Matching Gift Program (via CAF America)
	EarthShare
	The Pew Charitable Trusts
	JUST ICE TEA
	Lettuce Entertain You Restaurants
	Lizzie Mae's Birdseed & Dry Goods
	Lynn Rust
	Mark B. England
	Marney Bruce and John Middleton
	Michael and Sandra Bean
	Norman’s Farm Market
	Opticron
	Patagonia
	Paul Pisano
	PG Parks
	Purple Onion Catering Co.

	REI DC
	Renee Grebe and Matthew Iden
	Roda
	Rodman's Discount Gourmet
	Stephanie L. Mason
	Tito's Vodka
	Toscana Market
	Total Wine & More
	Vortex Optics
	Walsh Family Wine
	Waterfront Partnerships of Baltimore
	Woodhouse Spa - North Bethesda
	Zeiss Optics
	Tenth Ward Distilling Company
	Caryl McNeilly
	FoodFirst Culinary School
	Glenstone
	Maman
	Oaki


	In-Kind Donations
	11th Hour Music
	Calluna Flower Truck
	Carole F. Bergmann
	Carolyn Pisano Leonard
	Compost Crew
	Farmers Restaurant Group
	Herr's

	Donated Professional Services
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	Tribute Contributions
	September 1, 2025 - August 31, 2026
	IN HONOR OF
	IN MEMORY OF
	Betty and Bill Vary
	Paula Posas
	Cecily Nabors
	Pamela Graham
	Chuck Hawkins
	Kathleen Leary

	David Blockstein
	Judy Louis
	Kate Stewart
	Edwin (Toby) Clark
	Anne R. Litchfield
	Gerry and Dorothy Schneider
	Ramon Christopher Rodriguez
	Jack
	Kaia Boe
	Kassie Edwards-Ruxsaksriskul

	Lisa Alexander
	Fredric Alan Press

	Lucas Intrater
	Therese Intrater

	Lucas Wilkerson
	Sharon Fierstein

	Mark & Paige Garland
	Deborah K. Seate

	Mayda Nathan
	Nancy Hair

	Nancy and Russell Suniewick
	Rosalyn Jonas

	Natalie Surfus
	Mike Surfus

	Roslyn Rubin
	Natalie Dickter

	Skip Williamson
	Carol Hannaford

	Stella Thompson
	Bruce T. Adams

	Stephanie Morris and David Dickerson
	Janet Osborn

	Teshome Ayele
	Gizachew Ayele

	Barry Cooper
	Sally J. Wechsler

	Charles Saunders
	Margaret Saunders

	Charlie Dorian
	Gretchen Schwartz

	Chris Fleming
	Morton Kavalier

	Diane Hoffman
	Carl Hoffman
	Don Messersmith
	Rebecca Ann Cromwell
	Jennifer Gelman

	Dr. Florence Kate Millar
	Joanna R. Shelton

	Dwight Miyake
	Saundra Plett

	Edith Warner
	Dawn Rogers

	Eleanor Neal
	Heller An Shapiro

	Fran Berger
	Alison B. Pearce
	Gary Evans
	Rebecca A. Barclay

	Glenda Shasho Jones
	Peter Mohr

	Gloria Gerecht
	Michael Gerecht

	Jere French
	Daniel Kaufman

	John Nickum
	Abby Grusendorf

	Judith Tenley
	Karen Melcher
	Marvin Dicker

	Pearl Marks
	Robert Mecklenburg
	Philip and Mary Clare Davenport
	Alice Davenport
	Patricia Davenport
	Robert and Frances Lawrence
	The Robert J and Frances V Lawrence Foundation, Inc
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	Testimonials
	“Your program made it really easy to replace larger swathes of my garden with the more beneficial native plants. Everything looked, and still looks so amazing. Many neighbors seemed eager to start planting their own natives after seeing these.”
	Native Garden Kit Recipient
	“On their last day, they were in tears because they did not want the experience to end. They discovered so much about nature and animals and built beautiful friendships.”

	Camp Woodend Parent
	“Exploring the same spot through the seasons has nurtured my child’s curiosity, awareness, and confidence. Woodend will always be a special place for us because of Nature Forward.”

	Nature Preschool Parent
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